                             CRITICAL ANALYSIS 
· The chapter presents a light-hearted mystery through the perspectives of two children, Maya and Nishad, making the narrative engaging and relatable.
· The story highlights the contrast between logic without empathy (Maya) and empathy without prejudice (Nishad).
· Maya’s character reflects curiosity, intelligence, and imagination, but also exposes the danger of forming opinions based on assumptions rather than facts.
· Nishad, though younger, shows emotional maturity and kindness, questioning Maya’s negative views about Mr Nath.
· The central theme of the chapter is appearance versus reality, showing that outward behaviour or loneliness should not be mistaken for criminal intent.
· The chapter criticises the human tendency to jump to conclusions and judge others without sufficient evidence.
· Mr Nath’s character remains mysterious, serving as a tool to reveal the children’s contrasting thought processes rather than as a fully developed character.
· The simple language and child-centred narration make the story accessible while conveying a deeper moral message.
The story encourages readers to develop compassion, tolerance, and critical thinking instead of suspicion.

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS-
Q1. How did Nishad show empathy towards Mr Nath?
Q2. Comment on the physical appearance of Mr Nath as observed by the children.
HOTS 
QA. Describe how Mr Nath’s quiet nature created mystery.

